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THHR ADVOOCATH.

WOMEN OF LONG AGO,

PICTURES OF LIFE IN CHALDEAN AND
EGYPTIAN TIMES.

Laws Favored the Sex In Those Days—High |
Position Conceded the Mother, the Wife |
and the Widow—Women Dealt Much In |
Blaves—Adopted Children. '

The marvelous resurrection of the past!
which has resulted [rom the labors of
the axplorer and declpherer often ralses
strange problems for the student of soclal |
lifa in this nineteenth century. The vast
amount of literary material recording ev- !
ary detall of the soofal life of Chuldea and |
Egypt 5,000 years ago enables us to con- |
struct a pleture of the life of those days |
more complete in ils accorsey than we |
ean make of that of the manners and ops- |
toms of our own ancestors, the anclent |
Britons. This wealth of material s dus, |
says W, S8t.Chad Boscawen in The Queen,

namely, the trensury of the local tample—
and divislon made by the priesta a por
tlon, as costs, no doubt belng given to the
treasury of the god.

Even In those romote days women were
extensively wigaged In ocommercial life,
though, I am sorry to say, usually in the
glave trade. There I8 one document in
the series In which all parties, vender,
purchaser, ohattel (female slave) and the
witnesses, are women, the only men being
the seribes who wrote tho deeda.

Wealthy women seem to have dons a
conslderablo business in Jeaslng outislaves
for stated periods of bire, and I may quote
one example: A slave named Mar-Sip-
par, whom Marduk Nosir, from Munapir-
tu, his mother, has loazed for one year.
The money for tho yesrshall be 83 shekels
of silver. For waoges (to the alave) one-
bialf shokel of silver ho shall puy."*

In Babylonis, ss among the Hebrew
poaple, it was the groat desire of the wife
to bear & male ohild, and the tablets be-
foro us show that there was many a pray-
er llke that of Hannah offered in tho tem-
ples of Chalden 5,000 years ago, To meet
the diffioulty of successlon extensive re-
gort wus made to the custom of adoption,

= tho fact that both £gypt and Chaldes|a careful code of laws with regard to
wo lands in which the profession of the | which had beon formulnted at n very early
man of lattors' was beld in the highess | perlod. Adopted children were usually
respect, and to hold any soclal position 8 | infants of tender nge, a8, according to the
man most be a soribe. This love of let- | law, the man was bound to provide s wet
ters also prodoced an important change | nurse' and at a later perfod to elothe and
in ordinary overyday lifoe. In a land | eduate the cohild, giving him n deed of
whare Inrge numbera of the people wera | adoption duly attested In the temple. I
educated and could read and write It soon | will quote one of thest deeds as an exam-
became & recognized axiom in law that | ple: **Mar-latar, son of Itanl and Nadin-
no transaction, however trivial, was lagal | at-Sin.  Iltani and Nadinat-Sin adopted
unless it was accompanied by m written | to gonshlp, When Mar-Istar to hia father
and duly attested record. This belng the | and his mother says, ‘Ye am not wy fa-
case, the number of commercial and lepl] ther or my mother,’ they shall sell hlm
doouments which were written waa enor- | for silver (ns 8 aluve), But when at any
mous, and it is not surprising that the | time lltani and Naodlnat-Sin shall say,
Britlsh musocum should possess some thou- | *Thou are not our son,’ heshall take and
sands of these doouments, extending over | carry away his portion like the other chil-
& perlod from about B. C. 2300 to within | dren of (the parents).”
a century of the Christian era. These doo- | It 1s curfous In all these deods that the
umeants, belng essentially the chronlcles | nome of the mother is always montioned
of the people, naturally give us a wonder- | first. 'This 15, of course, n survival of the
ful ploture of the life, manners and cus- | ancient law of motrinrchy curront fn
toms of thosa remote ages. | Egypt and Chaldea, when the descent was
One of the most loteresting features | traced through the mother and not the fa-
which thoy reveal s the very high posl- [ ther. If a son denled his ndopted father,
tion, both social and legnl, which was as | he was, necording to the law, to be *“brand-
slgned to womoen, especially to themother, | ad on the face, chaived snd sold as a
the married woman and the widow. Wae | glive, '™ but If he denied hlsmother bo was
have long been acquainted with the maln | branded and driven away from the house
fentures of women's rights in the tlmes of | and town.

the later Babylonlan emplre during the age
of the Jewish eaptivity, B. U. 608584, |
und 16 was evident the rights accorded |
thom then were no new concessions, bug
the result of a long established custom. It
ia now shown by some tablats recently ac- |
quired by the British musenm that thoese
same tights wore a8 fully established in
the twenty-third century before our ern
aid thay were In the days of Nebuchadnez-
zar and his sucoessars, Theso tablets von-
tain the records of the trading and lagal
transactibns of a form which had branches |
11 Ur of the Chaldess, Sippara or Sephar-
valm, Larsa and other cities in the land
of Nimrod when Abmbam and his fathers |
wors still resident in Chaldea, |
The first inscription I select s a small
clay tablet, which furnishes us with in- |
teresting detalls as to the righta of two |
classes of the female population—the fe-
malo slave and the wife, The inscription
ronds as follows: '
“A female elave nampd Mutibasti, |
whoum Sinbilanu hag presented to hia wife,
The sona of Sinbilanu have no right of re-
claiming. All ghe children whom Mutl-
bastl from this doy sball bear are the|
property of Saddassu (the wife). Zini-
ikbisa is also the daughter of Saddassu,’”
Here wo have an extremely interesting
transaction. The man presentsa » female

slaye to his wife and atipulates thas in |

case of his death she shall not be claimed
as part of the estate by his sons, but re-
main, together with her daughter born be-
fore her transfor and any fusure children,
the property of the wifoe. The name of the
wife i redolent of the postry of the nge.
for it means **his beloved one,” similar to
tha well known Egyptian name of Mert
or Merit, ‘‘the beloved.” This tablet in-
¢ 'cates that certaln rights were accorded
t- the wifo on the death of ber husband.
The laws of property are very clearly
st forth. Omn the death of the buosband
the property went to the wife, probably
the chief wife, who adminlstered the es-
tats until the children came of sge. The
adult ehildren then could olaim their

Cultivate a Capacily For Tears.

A capaclty for tears—nbundant, warm
and ready oned—I8, shyd a physiclan, one
of the surest preservatives of fominine
besuty. 1t la n grievous mistake to think
tears cun Injure the sweotest eyes or dig
furrows In aony face when thelr rain is
fresh and most frequens, They are the
patoral outlet of emotlog, s sart of liquid
lightning rod in which excltement and
passlon sre moest enslly and rapidly dlsst-
pated. Sweet Allen, thak wopt at a frown,
retalned until lste in her cureor rounded
contotirs, unfurrowed brows, dimpled
lips, shining oyes and her hair 50 brown,
8o do nearly all weeping women who can
let rivers of hot sult tears course down
over their cheeks. It 14 sho who keeps up
a power of thinking, who bas few tears to
shed, and those flow with un effort, whoss
facial lines and gray hales come early. A
capacity for tears Is worth cultivating,
gince not only does & lnck of them scord
heavlly agulnst ooe's freshness of face,
but has {ts marked effect in general tem-
perament. The womoen who weep easily
have correspondingly light hearts, tender,
demonstrative and lmpulsive ways and a
obarm the dry eyed wonen lasck. —Chicago
Tribune.

Girlhood's Charm In Woman.

The woman who keeps tho simpliclty of
her girlhood, its generous Impulses and
quick sympathics, and who adds to her
natural gifts the enlargement of study
and the crown of experionce, 1s nlways ot
ber best and never past 16, When the ex-
terfor attrnctions of form and color dl-
minlsh and depart, as they mostly do, the
radinnee of our inner illumination will
more than compensate their departure.

| But In order that this should be so her

moral must ogqual her intellectual gain.
£he must be willlog to learn not only her
powars, but her defects nlso, and to court
the good influences which can help ber to
escape from the delusions of sense and the

| fatal tyranny of self consciousness. She

tions, thut of the elder brother or ﬁmm | must discard the petty measures of vanlty

and self secking and learn to love ber
race, her cuuntry and the humanity which |
should help to adorn.—Juolla Ward
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slery to go round—not ronnd the bargain
ecounters, but through the regular depart-
menti. It will also be to her advantage
to learn the sclence of stuffs, so as to be
able to tell cotton from linen and lisle
thread. Manufactorers sro clever. They
understand the art of finlshing 80 aa %0
make cotton look ks linen and thread
like sllk. The manufacturer's lanndress
is a genins. She has brains i bor flat.
fron, and gho can do up a little square of
batiste so cleverly that the aversge ehop-
per will pass 1t and buy 1t for linen lawn,
Then, too, the knltters will design a llale
thread garmont, touch the top stitoh with
allk, and along will come a woman with
$1.99 and gnateh 16 up under the delnsion
thut sho s getting puro sllk. And that's
the way the money goes.

Woman at Her Physleal Best,

Tho guestion as tothe mental and phys-
foeal riponess of womanhood s not one
that can in its physical aspect be answeor-
ed arbitrarlly, and I prefer to consider the
physical slde first, for the sake of ita an-
tithesis, writes Amelia E. Barr in The La-
dles’ Home Journal, Climate, haredlfy,
constitutional tendencles, the influences
of home, of norses, of teachers, localities
and assoclatlons are all Important factors
and axert Infllupnces on maturity so varia-
ble as to be beyond estimating, Bub 16 s
quite safe to say thas In tomperate oll-
mates and under ordinarily favarable elr-
oumstonces a woman s physlcally as ber
highest point of perfection from the age
of 26 to 40,

Patoh the Table Linen.

Tablocloths, unless the breaks are quite
small, should be patohed when holes ap-
poar. First busto o square of the same
materldl under the hole, then cut the
adges of the hole even, turn under and
hem down to the pateh us neatly as possi-
ble. Then turn the cloth on the wrong
alde and bem the pateh down to it In the
same manuer.  This adds a neat flnlsh to
bath sides, nud the cloth will be flat when
lraned. I there 18 a figure, stripe or any
glvon pattern, Gy to match it when
patohing.  Always mend before waahing,
for you eannot do it so woll afterward, as
the washing snd Jeonlng stiffen the edgos

| of the tears.—Philadelphia Times

The Black Halred Woman.

It s riraly one soes s woman's halr of
the absolute lnky hue of Hamlet's cloak,
bat when one does be certaln the dusky
clhiovelurn |s n great beauty. In these days
of uncurtiin drealis and graye and browos
and the tinted'” blond a flng head of
blsck halr is very conspleuous, particular
Iy when Its possessor happens to be a
handsome girl, with Leesh, clear skin and
the blue eves which slways “‘go’* with
just such black hatr, Such o typo s sel-
dom seen, but it 4 pure 1rlsh, and no
greater bonuty than this real Celtio beau-
ty can bo found among all the Saxon,
Latin and oriontsl roces.—Boston Herald.

James Rusapll Lowell's Daoghter,

Mrs. Kdward Burnett is the only child
af the Inte Jomes Russell Lowell. She
was o very protty, sttesctlve young glrl,
maech admleed by the oodergraduntes at
Harvard ns well us by the largs number
of people whom her father's fame drow
about them both, It wps one of Miss
Lowell's grievances that she wis supposed
by all the sequalntances whom she made
to have oll the wit and wisdom of her par
ent. It Is o stock story concernlng her
that when she wns asked, ns she generally
was, Do you care for povtry?’’ sho always
replied flercaly, * No, 1 hate fr."

Made a Fortune Keeplng Boarders,

There 15 n cortain young widow in New
York who within i few short years hos
made s fortune nt that usually the most
unsuceessful of all oceupations—the keep-
ing of bonrders. She has purchased a
$100,000 house, with eclevator and all ho-
Wl convenlences, and charges her very

swell patrons the prices of fhe Waldorf.
Table napkins, with one's own initial upon
them, and linen, also one's exclusive owa,
aro among the luxuries. And she boasts
that young men tuke thelr dinners at her
house when thoy “'get tived of Delmoni-
eo's.'"—Philudelphin Presa,

Ohildren's Employment.

Give a lttle ohild congenlal employ-
meont, and he will almoss invariably be
happy and good natured. Toys alone are
not all that he requires, His active listle
mind demunds the stimulus of intelligenk
pecupation even at the early age of 8 or 4,
and 16 behooves a mother who has the re-

sponsibility of bis mental growth at heavt

to provide the wherewithal for develop-
ment, There 5 somothing very touching
and beautiful in seelng an Intellectual
woman of real abillty intercsted In the
rudiments for the sake of her little ehild.
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The 0dd Plum.

Bartha and Mabel had come to visis
thelr cousin Alta. They were swinging
in the hammock when Alta's mamma
eame ous with a disb in her hand.

"“Hore are soms plams for you," she
sald.

“0Ob, how luscloual" crled Borths,
“ ‘onuse wa don's have any at hume, and
we're 8o fond of them."

“We don’t bave any elther.
sont mammn thess,’’ sald Alta
only had one,"

“T'hey are just as big on pullsts’ sggs,'
aald Mabel, ‘and so yellow. 1 never had
any of this kind."

ST divide tham, " sald Alta. **There's
one for Bortha, ono for Mabel, one for me,
one for Berthn, one for Mabel, one for me
—and here's one over. Ido wish shings
would come out even. 1'll have to count
out, and the one that 13 out first will have
the odd cne:

“Eny, meny, ickery Ann,

Pilncy, folacy, Nicholas John,

Ome, two, thres, oul goos ye.
Oh, goody! 1'm the one.”

“Maybe you knew how 'twas coming
out,”’ sald Hertha.

* “Tm's polite to have more'n your
com'ny,"" eald Mabel,

SOPkn't pollte to hint that  folka
chent,” sald Alfa, “'but wo'll draw cuts,
and then no one can say 18 wasn's falr,”

She ous threo slips of paper and placed
themy In a book, with only the tops in
slght.

“Now, the one who draws the shortest
can have the plum,'’ she sald, “and no-
body can ssy o word or look crows. I
shan's anyway."”

Bertha drow, and Mabel drow, and the
shortest slip of paper was loft In Alta's
hand.

“'Phiere, now, you see it was meant for
me to have It,' she orled, jumping up.
But sbe furgot the plum In her lap, Ts
rolled down to the ground, and a big tur-
key gobbler who hod his sye on 16 oaught
16 up and ran off with 16 before the astun-
ished girls could upeak. They looked ab
each odher & moment. ‘Then they all be-

Aunt May
[Ty ll‘G

to langh.
pﬂ"l‘mnll because I was so selflub,'
sald Alta. 1 guess tay mother would be
asabamed of me if sho knew It.''

“We were just as solflsh,’’ said Mabel.

“When we were com'ny, too,” sald
Bertha.

“Walt & minute,'* said Alta. She ran
into the house and soon returned with a
amall papor bhsg.

**Here's four ochoo'late creams, two
aplece, " ahe suld.  “It's to punish mo for
belng so selilsh, ‘cause I had saved "em
to eat myself.’’

“You must have two,”' sald Baertha,
*glse wo won't bo puniahed, and we were
Just as bad.""

Then the threo littlo girls sat in the ham-
mook and ato thelr pluma and “'choo'late
oreams'’ as happy as thres llttle girle
conld be.~Julia D. Peck in Youth's Com-
panion.
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